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  THURSDAY, November 2 - OVERARCHING THEME: CONSENT

08:00–10:00

WAS CONSULTATION:
“Sexual Justice Consultation” 

PART 1 
Chaired by Alain Giami (France)

Vice-President of WAS
Co-Chaired by Esther Corona Vargas (Mexico) 

 Co-Chaired by Eszter Kismodi (Switzerland) - Associate Secretaries of WAS

ALL ONLINE PARTICIPANTS WELCOME!

10:30–12:30

FREE WORKSHOP FOR ONLINE PARTICIPANTS:

“Making  Sense(s) of Autism and Sexuality”
 Dr Alessio Platania (United Kingdom)

Indre Lycite (United Kingdom)
Michela Cannarozzo (United Kingdom)

12:30-13:30 LUNCH

13:30–14:00

WAS 2023 OPENING CEREMONY  
 

THEME: “All the World Comes to Türkiye!” 

DRESS: Cultural attire
ENTERTAINMENT: Ahmet Baran (World Famous Qanun Musician) and Turkish Folk Dancing

Chaired by Rene de Klerk - Executive Director of WAS

Welcome Messages:
Mehmet Sungur (Türkiye) - WAS 2023 Congress President

 Pascale Allotey (Ghana) - World Health Organisation Director of SRH/HRP

Presidential Address: Elna Rudolph (South Africa) - President of WAS
Introduction of the WAS Sexual Justice Initiative: Alain Giami (France) - Vice President of WAS

Official Opening of the Scientific Program: Erick Janssen (Belgium) Chair of the WAS Scientific Committee

14:00–15:00

CONGRESS PRESIDENT LECTURE:  
 

“Embracing Uncertainty and Managing Worry and Anxiety in Times of Global Crisis”  
Mehmet Sungur (Türkiye) - WAS 2023 Congress President 

 
Moderated by Erick Janssen (Belgium) Chair of the WAS Scientific Committee

15:00–15:30

WAS AWARDS CEREMONY:

GOLD MEDAL AWARDS:
Eusebio Rubio Aurioles (Mexico) - Chair of the WAS Gold Medal Committee

Venkatraman Chandra-Mouli (Switzerland) - Department of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Research
World Health Organisation, Cristina Tania Fridman (Argentina) & Debra W. Haffner (USA)

WAS EDUCATIONAL AWARDS:
Esther Corona Vargas (Mexico) - Vice-Chair of the WAS Comprehensive Sexuality Education Committee

FLACSO-Argentina-Educación Integral de la Sexualidad - Programa de Ciencias Sociales y Salud - Academy
Centro Paraguayo de Estudios de Población -NGO

Scarlateen – NGO
“Texas Foster Youth Health Initiative - Empowered conversations about sexual health with youth and caring adults”

Rayka Kamru – Individual

Honorary Mention:
Borderless Friendship Western Australia

University of Texas
15:30–16:00 COFFEE BREAK

ONLINE TRACK PROGRAM
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  THURSDAY, November 2 - OVERARCHING THEME: CONSENT

16:00–16:30

INVITED KEYNOTE:   
“Sexual Consent” 

Moderated by Lynn Barkley (USA) Chair of the WAS World Sexual Health Day Committee and President of North American Federation for Sexual Health (NAFSH)
 

Terry Humpreys (Canada) - Vice-Chair or the WAS Scientific Committee

16:30–17:30

INVITED SYMPOSIUM: 
“Consent in Sexual Health and Advocacy” 

Chaired by Esben Esther Pirelli Benestad (Norway) - Executive Committee Member of WAS

SPEAKERS:
Nic Rider (USA)

Teboho Mohloai (Lesotho)
Mengzhen Lim (Malaysia) 
Zahra Stardust (Australia)

Eszter Kismodi (Switzerland)

17:30–18:00

INVITED PLENARY:   
“Bridging the Gaps in Sexual Health, Rights, Justice and Pleasure in the Global South”  

Uwemedimo Esiet (Nigeria) - President of African Federation for Sexual Health and Rights 
Moderated by Elna Rudolph (South Africa) - President of WAS

  FRIDAY, November 3, 2023 - OVERARCHING THEME: SEXUAL RIGHTS

08:00–08:30

INVITED KEYNOTE: 
Moderated by Eusebio Rubio-Aurioles

“Male Sexual (Dys)function in the Era of Robotics” Cobi Reisman (The Netherlands) – ISSM

08:30–10:00

WAS PES COMMITEE SYMPOSIUM: 
“Professional Education in Sexology – Worldwide” 

Chaired by  Elsa Mari Almas (Norway) - Chair of the WAS Professional Education in Sexology Committee

 “Global Results” 
Leiszle Lapping-Carr (USA) & Tor-Ivar Karlsen (Norway) 

“Results from Africa” 
Anthony Smith (South Africa), Tammary Esho (Kenya), & Jafaar Nakhli (Tunisia) 

“Results from Latin America” 
Osmar Matsui (Mexico) & Silvina Valenta (Argentina) 

“Results from USA and Canada” 
Leiszle Lapping-Carr (USA) 

“Results from Europe” 
Elsa Almås (Norway), Osmo Kontula (Finland), and Alain Giami (France) 

“Results from Asia/Oceana” 
Tomoko Saotome (Japan) and Vijayasarathi Ramanathan (Australia)

10:00–10:30 COFFEE BREAK
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13:30–15:00

WHO SYMPOSIUM:
Launch of a WHO Sexual Health Assessment of Practices and Experiences (SHAPE) questionnaire

Chaired by Dr. Lianne Gonsalves
 

“Ideas to action: Addressing priorities through crowdsourcing and global research”
Dr. Erin Hunter

 
“Sexual health behaviors, experiences and beliefs in Kenya: qualitative findings”

Peter Muriuki Gatheru
 

“WHO survey instrument for sexual practices, behaviours, and health-related outcomes”
Dr. Vanessa Brizuela

 
“Using the WHO survey instrument in Portugal: real-world implementation experiences”

Dr. Pedro Nobre

15:00–15:30

WAS GOLD MEDAL LECTURE:  
“Looking Forward, Looking Back: Reflections on A Half Century As A Sexologist”  

Debra Haffner (USA)  
Moderated by Esther Corona - Executive Committee Member of WAS and Chair of the WAS International Liaison Committee

15:30–16:00 COFFEE BREAK

16:00–17:30

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION:  
“Family Acceptance of LGBTI Children for Political and Social Change”  

Chaired by Luis Perelman (Mexico) - Secretary General/Treasurer of WAS

LISTAG Parents - Families and Friends of LGBTI+ in Türkiye:
Hidayet Ersan & Oznur Yurtkulu

Koray Basar
Rinna Riesenfeld

  FRIDAY, November 3, 2023 - OVERARCHING THEME: SEXUAL RIGHTS

17:30–18:00

INVITED PLENARY:  
“Mindfulness in Sexual Health” 

Lori Brotto (Canada) 
Moderated by Mehmet Sungur (Türkiye) - WAS 2023 Congress President

10:30–11:00

INVITED KEYNOTE: 
Moderated by Elna Rudolph (South Africa)

President of WAS
 

“The WAS Sexual Rights Declaration” 
Eszter Kismodi (Hungary/Switzerland) - Chair of the WAS Sexual Rights Committee 

11:00–12:00

INVITED SYMPOSIUM: 
“Backlash Against Comprehensive Sexuality Education” 

Moderated by Venkatraman Chandra-Mouli, formerly with WHO
 

WHO In partnership with the International Association of Adolescent Health, International Federation of Pediatric and Adolescent Gynecology, the International Pediatrics Association and the International Federation of Gynecologists and Obstetricians

Yasmine Jayasinghe, FIGIJ
Melis Pehlivantürk Kızılkan, IAAH 

Esther Corona, WAS 
Faysal el Kak, FIGO 

CK Bansal, IPA
Petar Mladenov, UNFPA 
Arushi Singh, UNESCO 

Lianne Gonsalves, WHO 
Rajesh Mehta, formerly WHO representing India

Alice Saili, UNESCO representing Zambia
Lucy Emmerson representing England

Uwem Esiet, representing Nigeria

12:00–12:30

ELI COLEMAN INSTITUTE FOR SEXUAL AND GENDER HEALTH LECTURE:  
“Whose Body Is It Anyways? Culturally Competent & Trauma-Informed Approaches in Sexual Healthcare” 

Jennifer M. Gómez (USA) 
 Moderated by Kristen Mark (USA)  - Vice-Chair of the WAS Scientific Committee

12:30-13:30 LUNCH 
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  SATURDAY, November 4, 2023 - OVERARCHING THEME: SEXUAL JUSTICE

08:00–09:00

INVITED KEYNOTE:
Moderated by Esben Esther Pirelli Benestad

“Chem Sex”
Filippo Nimbi (Italy)

INVITED KEYNOTE:
Moderated by Esben Esther Pirelli Benestad

“Sex and Disability”
Lizzie Kiama (Kenya)

09:00–09:30

INVITED KEYNOTE: 
Moderated by Esben Esther Pirelli Benestad

“Providing the most up-to-date, evidence and rights-based standards of care (SOC) for transgender and gender diverse individuals: WPATH SOC – Version 8”
 Eli Coleman (USA)

 Past President of WAS and Chair of the WPATH Guidelines Committee

09:30–10:00

INVITED KEYNOTE: 
Moderated by Esben Esther Pirelli Benestad

“Protecting Trafficked persons, Protecting Sex Workers” 
Tim Sladden  (Thailand) - UNFPA

10:00–10:30 COFFEE BREAK

10:30–11:00

INVITED KEYNOTE: 
Moderated by Erick Janssen

 
“The Kinsey Institute at 76-years: Sex research in a new era of politicized (de)funding”  

Justin Garcia (USA)

11:00–12:30

WAS SYMPOSIUM: “The WAS Sexual Justice Declaration - Developing a sexual justice framework” 
Chaired by Alain Giami (France) Vice President of WAS

“Developing a Preliminary Definition of Sexual Justice”
Alain Giami (France) Vice President of WAS

“On Gender Identities and Sexual Dissidence in the Mexican indigenous Context”
Amaranta Gómez Regalado (Mexico)

“Sexual Rights and sexual justice: Where are we with these Concepts in the Life of Key Populations (KPs)”
Sharful Islam Khan (Bangladesh) Masud Reza (Bangladesh), Samira Dishti Irfan (Bangladesh) & Niaz Morshed Khan (Bangladesh)

“Digital Sexual Justice”
Zahra Stardust  (Australia)

“Reshaping the Narrative on Sexual Reproductive Rights as Foreign to Africa” 
Lebogang Ramofoko (South Africa)

12:30-13:30 LUNCH
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13:30–15:00

SYMPOSIUM: “Comprehensive Public Health solutions to sexual inequities: Exploring synergies between Sexual Justice, Sexual Pleasure, Sexual Wellbeing and Sexual Health” 
Chaired by Kirstin Mitchell 

 
“Introduction”  
Kirstin Mitchell 

 
“The Sexual Health Pillar” 

Lianne Gonsalves 
 

“The Pleasure Pillar” 
 Anne Philpott 

 
“The Justice Pillar” 

Alain Giami 
 

“The Sexual Well-being Pillar” 
 Kirstin Mitchell

15:00–15:30

WAS GOLD MEDAL LECTURE:  
“Three Decades Post-ICPD: Lessons from ‘Positive Deviant Countries’ in the Global South on Elevating School-Based  Sexuality Education.” 

 Venkatraman Chandra-Mouli (Switzerland) - Department of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Research WHO 
Moderated by Pedro Nobre (Portugal) - WAS Past President

15:30–16:00 COFFEE BREAK

  SATURDAY, November 4, 2023 - OVERARCHING THEME: SEXUAL JUSTICE

16:00–16:30

INVITED KEYNOTE: 
Moderated by Elna Rudolph (South Africa)

President of WAS
 

“Artificial Intelligence and Sexology: Opportunities and Risks”  
Eusebio Rubio-Aurioles (Mexico)

16:30–17:00

“INVITED KEYNOTE: 
Moderated by Elsa Almås

“Sex, Social Media, Success: How I Reached Millions and You Can Do Too - @doctor.siya”
Siyamak Saleh (South Africa)”

17:00–17:30

INVITED KEYNOTE: 
Moderated by Luis Perelman

“The Dual Control Model of Sexual Response”  
Erick Janssen (Belgium) 

Chair of the WAS Scientific Committee

17:30–18:00

ONLINE INVITED PLENARY:   
“The Science of Sex in Long-Term Relationships”  

Emily Nagoski (USA) 
Moderated by Erick Janssen - Chair of the WAS Scientific Committee

18:00–20:00

WAS GOLD MEDAL LECTURE:
 “Happiness and Sexuality: An obligatory proposal? Let’s open the debate.” 

Cristina Friedman (Argentina) 
Moderated by Luis Perelman - WAS Secretary General/Treasurer
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  SUNDAY, November 5, 2023 - OVERARCHING THEME: PLEASURE

08:00–09:00

“SYMPOSIUM: 
Chaired by Alejandro Villena-Moya (Spain

“What’s New in Compulsive Sexual Behavior Disorder?” 
Alejandro Villena-Moya (Spain)

“Conceptualisation and the International Context of Compulsive Sexual Behavior Disorder”
Giulia Testa (Spain)

“Assessment Instruments in Compulsive Sexual Behavior Disorder and Associated Variables”
Gemme Mestre-Bach (Spain)

“Treatment of Compulsive Sexual Behavior Disorder:  
An Integrative Approach”

Alejandro Villena-Moya (Spain)

09:00–10:00

SYMPOSIUM: 
PRESENTED IN TURKISH WITH TRANSLATION TO ENGLISH 

“Unique Sexual Dysfunctions”
Özge Şahmelikoğlu Onur (Türkiye)

“Anodyspareunia” 
Özge Şahmelikoğlu Onur (Türkiye)

“Sexsomnia”
Özlem Baş Uluyol (Türkiye)

“Persistent Genital Arousal Disorder (PGAD)”
Feride Betül Yılmaz Şahin (Türkiye)

“Female Ejaculation (Squirting)”
Gülşen Teksin (Türkiye)

10:00–10:30 COFFEE BREAK
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  SUNDAY, November 5, 2023 - OVERARCHING THEME: PLEASURE

10:30–11:00

INVITED KEYNOTE:  
Moderated by Stefano Eleuteri

“Sex Tech for Health Rights and Justice” 
Zahra Stardust (Australia)

 Steering Committee of the WAS Sexual Justice Initiative

11:00–12:30

SYMPOSIUM: 
“Putting Pleasure into the heart of Policy, Programming, Practise and Prevention Lunch”

Chaired by Anne Philpott (UK)

“Sexual Pleasure, Sexual Health and Sexual Rights:  How to Keep Building the Pleasure Wave”
Jessie Ford, Eli Coleman, World Association of Sexual Health, Sexual Pleasure Task Force

“The Case for Pleasure in SRHR: Building the Evidence Base for Policy Change”
Lianne Gonsalves, WHO, Anne Philpott (UK), Arushi Singh, Gerda Larrsson, Mirela Zaneva

“The Pleasure Principles and Pleasure Toolkit: two inspirational guides to putting pleasure into practice”
Francesca Barolo, Anne Philpott (UK)

“Opening a Portal to Pleasure-Based Sexual and Reproductive Health around the Globe: A Qualitative Analysis and Best Practice Development Study” 
Rhiana G Mills, Anne Philpott (UK), Katie Northcott, Emese Kovacs

12:30-13:30
FREE ONLINE WORKSHOP:

 “EARLY DETECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE” 
ONS KAABIA (USA) & AHLEM MTIRAUI (TUNISIA) 

13:30–15:00

INVITED SYMPOSIUM: 
“Genital Autonomy” 

Chaired by Elna Rudolph (South Africa) - President of WAS

SPEAKERS:
“Female, Male, Intersex, and Trans: The Human Right to Genital Autonomy “ 

Brian Earp (UK)

“Controversies Around Circumcision and HIV Prevention”   
Alain Giami (France) WAS Vice-President

 “Revictimization in the Anti FGM Movement: Exploring the Impact on Marginalized Communities” 
Zainab Nur

15:00–15:30

CLOSING CEREMONY:
Chaired by: Dr Elna Rudolph (South Africa) - President of WAS

Reading of the First Draft of the WAS Sexual Justice Declaration
by Prof Alain Giami - Chair of the Sexual Justice Steering Committee

“Did we bridge the gaps in Sexual Health, Rights, Justice and Pleasure? 
Youth, People with Disabilities, People living with HIV, LGBTQIA+, Women and Girls - did we hear your voices? “

Chaired by: Dr Elna Rudolph (South Africa) - President of WAS

 Scientific Awards
Presented by Prof Erick Jannsen - WAS Chair of the Scientific Committee

 Anouncement of Next Congress
Closing comments:

Prof Mehmet Sungur  - Congress President


